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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1921. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (excluding  water) 

•  • 

.  28,008 

,,  ,,  ,,  (including  inland  water) .. . 

•  • 

.  29,603 

Population  (estimated) 

•  • 

.  11,780 

Gross  Births 

•  • 

290 

Nett  Births 

•  • 

278 

Nett  Birth  Rate 
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1000  23-6 

Deaths  ...  ...  «•«  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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Death  Rate  Recorded  .  . 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births . 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 
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Phthisis  Death  Rate . 
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Cancer  Death  Rate 
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Influenza  Death  Rate 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE 

Mutford  &  Lothingland  Rural  District, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1921. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Upcher,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Report 
for  1921. 

The  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  Census  of  1921 
is  11,856,  an  increase  of  672  since  the  1911  Census.  But  the 
population  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  11,780  and  on  this 
figure  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  are  calculated. 

There  were  278  births  registered  which  gives  a  birth  rate  of 
23.6  per  1000. 

There  were  123  deaths  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  10*44  per 

1000. 

For  the  same  period  England  and  Wales  had  a  birth  rate  of 
22*4  and  a  death  rate  of  12*1  per  1000. 

Last  year  your  birth  rate  was  30*1  and  death  rate  9T  per  1000. 

The  net  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  13  (6  less  than  last 
year)  which  is  4*7  per  cent  of  the  total  births. 

26  Infants  died  under  1  year  of  age  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  is  93*5  per  1000  births,  which  is  almost  double  last  year  when 
it  was  50*3. 

57  deaths  were  in  persons  aged  65  years  and  upwards  and 
constitute  46*3  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  7  deaths,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
0*6  per  1000. 


There  were  2  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever.  Death  rate  0T7  per  1000 


)  5 

2 

•  • 

yy 

Whooping  Cough 

y  y 

017  „ 

)  } 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

Diarrhoea 

y  y 

017 

There  was 

1 

yy 

yy 

Diphtheria 

yy 

0-08 

)> 

1 

yy 

yy 

Influenza 

yy 

0-08 

There 

were 

10 

deaths  from  Phthisis  and 

other 
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diseases,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0‘85  per  1000. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
102  per  1000. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  Act,  1889. 

29  notifications  were  received  under  this  Act.  They  were  as 


follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  .  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Opthalmia  N eonat orum  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  6  parishes  and  were 
spread  over  4  months — April  (2),  June  (1),  November  (11), 
December  (21). 

Pakefield  had  12  cases  affecting  8  families,  the  worst  month 
being  November  with  8  cases  in  4  families. 

Diptheria  occurred  in  4  parishes  in  January,  March,  October, 
and  November. 

Burgh  Castle  had  two  cases  due  to  defected  drains. 

Barnby  had  1  imported  case. 

Carlton  Colville  had  3  cases  in  one  family. 

Pakefield  had  2  cases. 

Erysipelas  was  notified  from  Somerleyton  and  Kessingland. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  from  Burgh  Castle. 

AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Ages.  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Pneumonia.  Erysipelas. 
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THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS  LETHAR- 
GICA  AND  ACUTE  POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS)  REGULA¬ 
TIONS,  1918—1919. 

These  regulations  are  still  in  force  but  no  notifications  have 
been  received  during  the  year. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PNEUMONIA  MALARIA,  DYSEN¬ 
TERY,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1919. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  a  female  aged  58 
was  notified  from  the  Workhouse  and  died. 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

Under  these  Regulations,  32  notifications  were  received,  21 
pulmonary  and  11  Non -pulmonary  cases. 

Of  the  21  pulmonary  cases,  10  were  on  Form  A  (i.e.  were  noti¬ 
fied  as  new  cases),  5  on  Form  C  (i.e.  notified  on  admission  to  a 
Sanatorium),  and  6  on  Form  D  (i.e.  notified  on  discharge  from  a 
Sanatorium). 

Of  the  10  pulmonary  cases  on  Form  A,  one  belonged  to  another 
district  and  was  transferred. 

Of  the  5  on  Form  C,  3  were  old  cases. 

Of  the  6  on  Form  D,  all  had  been  notified  before. 

Of  the  non -pulmonary  cases,  9  were  on  Form  A,  1  on  Form  B 
(i.e.  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer)  and  1  on  Form  D. 

Of  the  9  cases  on  Form  A,  2  were  notified  before  and  1  was 
transferred  and  the  case  on  Form  D  had  been  notified  before. 

Thus  the  nett  numbers  are  11  pulmonary  and  6  non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 
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Of  the  10  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  4  had  not  been  notified. 

9  cases  were  admitted  for  Sanatorium  treatment  and  two 
died  ;  two  of  the  cases  remaining  at  home  died  and  two  cases 
notified  in  previous  years  died. 

In  all  notified  cases  the  houses  were  visited  and  inspected  for 
defects  which  would  be  liable  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and  the 
Phthisis  cases  were  supplied  with  disinfectants  and  given  circulars 
containing  advice  as  to  infection,  fresh  air,  etc.  In  fatal  cases 
the  houses  have  been  disinfected  with  Formalin  gas  and  spray  and 
the  bedding  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  23  samples  of  water  were  analysed  from 
the  following  parishes  :  Belton  (1),  Bradwell  (9),  Burgh  Castle  (3), 
Lound  (2),  Blundeston  (1),  Corton  (2),  Gunton  (1),  Oulton  (1), 
Carlton  Colville  (1),  Kessingland  (1),  Pakefield  (1). 

Of  those  23  samples,  14  were  from  old  wells  and  9  from  new 
wells.  Of  the  14  old  wells,  8  samples  were  satisfactory,  1  was 
suspicious,  2  want  cleaning  out  and  3  were  unsatisfactory,  of  the 
latter  2  are  having  the  water  laid  on  and  1  is  getting  water  from 
another  well. 

Of  the  9  new  wells,  7  were  satisfactory,  and  2  unsatisfactory; 
those  two  are  getting  water  elsewhere. 

Under  Sec.  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878,  eight 
certificates  have  been  issued  for  new  houses — Corton  (4),  Kessing¬ 
land  (2),  Belton  (1),  Gunton  (1). 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

At  Kessingland  the  sewerage  works  continue  to  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

At  Pakefield  the  septic  tank  system  did  not  give  quite  so 
satisfactory  an  effluent  and  one  set  of  filter  beds  requires  cleaning. 

At  Corton  the  Council  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  took  over 
the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  Corton  sewer,  the  outfall  of 
which  goes  into  the  sea. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  in  the  district,  one  a  fat  and  bone  boiling 
establishment  and  the  other  a  fish  products  factory,  which  produces 
manure  and  oil  from  fish  refuse.  Both  have  been  carried  on 
without  nuisances. 

In  February  I  received  information  that  10  tons  of  condemned 
tinned  beef  had  been  despatched  to  the  Fat  and  Bone  Works.  I 
visited  them  and  received  an  undertaking  in  writing  that  none 
would  be  used  for  human  consumption. 
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SCHOOLS. 

In  five  cases,  schools  were  closed  to  prevent  spread  of 
infectious  diseases. 

Kessingland  Upper  School  from  Feb.  24th  to  March  14th  for 

Infectious  Colds. 

Kessingland  Beach  School  from  Mar.  8th  to  April  4th  for  Mumps. 

Pakefield  Junior  School  from  March  21st  to  April  4th  for  Mumps. 

Fritton  School  from  June  7th  to  June  27th  for  Chicken-pox. 

Pakefield  Junior  School  from  Dec.  1st,  1921  to  Jan.  2nd,  1922  for 

Infectious  Colds. 


HOUSING. 

The  question  of  shortage  of  houses  has  not  been  answered 
during  the  year.  In  May  an  invitation  was  issued  asking  people 
wanting  houses  to  apply  and  there  were  15  applications.  The 
rents  offered  varied  from  4/-  to  8/-  a  week,  with  the  exception  of 
one  at  10/-  and  another  at  11/6  a  week. 

Later  on  in  the  year  the  Council  was  being  discouraged  from 
building  houses  and  now  it  remains  to  private  enterprise  to  resume 
building  operations,  and  I  have  hopes  that  with  the  price  of  labour 
and  building  materials  coming  down  there  is  a  possibility  of 
cottages  being  built  to  return  an  economic  rent. 

There  were  two  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year, 
one  at  Belton  and  one  at  Carlton  Colville.  Both  were  abated. 

During  the  year  plans  were  passed  for  15  new  dwelling-houses. 
This  is  not  as  many  as  last  year  when  there  were  28,  but  it  is 
better  than  nothing. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 
19  houses  were  reported  in  the  following  parishes- — Kessingland  (2), 
Mutford  (2),  Gisleham  (1),  Burgh  Castle  (12)  and  Belton  (2). 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  repairs  have  been  completed,  or 
are  being  carried  out  in  all  these  cases. 

With  labour  and  materials  at  their  present  cost,  it  is  difficult  to 
get  any  extensive  repairs  done  to  old  cottages,  so  our  attention 
has  been  concentrated  on  less  expensive  items,  such  as  making 
eaves  troughing  watertight  and  tarring  damp  gables  or  walls 
to  remedy  dampness,  repairing  window  frames  and  sashes  or 
making  the  windows  to  open,  replacing  privies  with  pail  closets, 
cleaning  drains  and  having  wells  cleaned  out.  By  those  means 
cottages  are  made  more  or  less  habitable,  and  in  the  future  when 
there  is  an  excess  of  houses  then  Closing  Orders  can  be  issued  on 
the  worst  of  them. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  55  on  the  register  and  8  notices 
were  served  and  complied  with,  3  to  lime  wash,  1  to  remedy 
drainage  and  4  to  affix  abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILK-SHOPS  ORDERS. 

There  are  94  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  on  the  Register,  15  more 
than  last  year,  and  101  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year. 

23  applications  were  made  to  register. 

15  notices  were  issued,  12  to  register  and  3  to  limewash,  cleanse 
and  remedy  defective  drainage.  All  were  complied  with. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  stop  the  sale  of  milk  from 
any  dairy  on  account  of  infectious  disease  and  no  complaints  have 
been  received  about  its  quality 

The  taking  of  samples  for  analysis  is  done  under  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  County  Council  and  so  also  are  samples  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  neither  case  have  I  heard  of  any 
complaints. 

No  cattle  have  been  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Cattle) 
Order,  1913,  during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported  or  found  in  the 
district. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

During  the  year  application  under  Sec.  276  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875  was  made  that  urban  powers  should  be  granted  to  the 
Council  under  Sec.  169  and  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to 
apply  to  the  whole  district  instead  of  only  4  parishes.  This  enables 
proper  supervision  over  all  the  slaughterhouses  to  be  carried  out. 

One  hind  quarter  of  beef  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Staff  consists  of  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Infectious  diseases — -Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
Fever  are  admitted  to  the  Oulton  Isolation  Hospital,  which  since 
March,  1921  is  no  longer  a  Joint  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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A  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  at  Carlton  Colville  and 
shared  with  the  Borough  of  Lowestoft. 

Midwives — -There  are  six  practising  in  the  district,  five  of  whom 
are  district  Nurses. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  is  provided  at 
the  Oulton  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  facilities  (1)  for  infectious  cases — A  horse  ambulance 
is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  one  is  kept  at  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  for  Smallpox  cases. 

A  Red  Cross  Motor  Ambulance  kept  in  Lowestoft  is  available 
for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

i 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  at  the 
County  Hall,  Ipswich. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  stored  in  every  parish 
where  it  is  immediately  available  for  medical  practitioners. 

The  list  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations  is 
the  same  as  last  year,  with  the  addition  of  the  application  of  Sec. 
169  and  170,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  the  whole  district. 

OULTON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

On  January  1,  there  were  2  cases  in  Hospital  from  1920, 
both  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  Rural  District. 

During  the  year  35  cases  were  admitted  (18  males  and  17 
females),  so  that  the  actual  number  treated  was  37  (19  males  and 
18  females).  The  total  number  discharged  was  18  (12  males  and 
6  females).  There  were  3  deaths  during  the  year  (1  male  and  2 
females)  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  w^ere  16  cases  (6  males 
and  10  females)  remaining  in  Hospital. 

Of  the  35  cases  admitted,  20  (9  males  and  1 1  females)  were  from 
the  Rural  District,  3  (2  males  and  1  female)  from  the  Oulton 
Broad  area  and  12  (7  males  and  5  females)  from  the  Bungay  Urban 
District. 

The  20  cases  from  the  Rural  District  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  14  (6  males  and  8  females). 

Diphtheria  6  (3  males  and  3  females). 

The  3  cases  from  Oulton  Broad  and  the  12  cases  from  Bungay 
were  all  Diphtheria. 

On  March  31st,  1921,  the  joint  agreement  with  Oulton  Broad 
was  terminated  and  as  this  gave  your  district  a  larger  proportion 
of  beds  than  is  considered  necessary,  steps  were  taken  to  make 
more  than  a  temporary  agreement  with  the  Councils  of  Bungay 
Urban  and  Wangford  Rural  Districts. 
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MAINTENANCE. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  had  581  days’  maintenance  :  all  from 
the  Rural  District. 

The  Diphtheria  cases  had  783  days’  maintenance  ;  those  from 
the  Rural  District  204  days,  those  from  Oulton  Broad  193  days 
and  those  from  Bungay  386  days. 

The  total  number  of  days’  maintenance  of  patients  was  1364, 
those  from  the  Rural  District  785,  those  from  Oulton  Broad  193 
and  those  from  Bungay  386. 

The  average  daily  number  of  patients  was  3-74  :  from  the  Rural 
District  2T5,  from  Oulton  Broad  0*53,  and  from  Bungay  T06. 

The  average  number  of  the  staff  was  7-8. 

The  average  cost  of  food  per  head  per  week  was  14s.  l|d. 

During  the  year  the  inside  painting  of  the  house  was  finished  ; 
all  the  outside  woodwork  was  painted  and  wards  and  ward  kitchens 
were  all  cleaned  and  painted. 

The  disinfector  was  examined  and  repaired  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Insurance  Company. 

I  have  to  thank  all  the  Officials,  with  whom  I  have  come  in 
contact,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  they  have  shown  in  assisting 
me. 


Oulton  Broad, 
Lowestoft. 


April  6,  1922. 


I  am, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

Laurence  Gibson. 


MUTFORD  &  LOTHINGLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT 
SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR 
YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1921. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Lavatories,  Workplaces  and  Home-workers 

inspected  ...  ...  ...  55 

Homeworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  There  are  none.  0 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Want  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  1 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ...  4 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES  ON  REGISTER  AT  THE 


END 

Cobblers 
Carpenters  ... 

Wheelwrights 
Bakehouses  ... 

Paintshops  ... 

Smithies 
Brickyards  (F) 

Saddlers 
Plumbers 
Cycle  Repairers 
Dressmakers 
Foundries  (F) 

Fat  and  Bone  Works  (F)  ... 
Fish  Products  (F) 

Fruit  Preserving  Works 
Monumental  Masons 
Golf  Club  Makers  ... 

Pattern  Makers 


OF  1921. 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

. . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

o 

•  •  •  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  4mA 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

.  2 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  t 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  A- 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Drinking  water  supplies  inspected 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  under  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Acts 

Houses  inspected  under  Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage 
Interest  (Restrictions)  Act,  1920.  ... 

Houses  and  premises  demolished  under  Housing  and  Town 

Planning  Acts . 

Houses  re-built  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act 
Closing  Orders  issued  under  H.  &  T.P.A.,  1909 
Intimation  Notices  served  and  complied  with  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied  with 

Nuisances  discovered 

Complaints  received 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices 

Earth  closets  converted  into  pail  closets... 

Pail  closets  converted  into  Water  Closets 
Insanitary  refuse  bins  abolished  ... 

Galvanised  iron  refuse  bins  provided 
Galvanised  iron  dustbins  provided 
New  cesspools  provided 
Choked  and  defective  drainage 
From  deposits  of  fish  offal 
From  deposits  of  other  offensive  matter 
From  insanitary  closets 
Closets  demolished  and  rebuilt 
Overcrowding 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Numbei  of  Cow-keepers  and  Dairymen  on  Register  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  applications  for  Registration  as  Cow-keepers  and 

Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  visits  made  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  101 

Number  of  notices  issued  under  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk- 

shops  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1913  (ANIMALS). 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ..w  ...  ...  0 

WATER  SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS. 

Number  of  samples  taken  and  delivered  to  the  M.O.H.  for 

analysis  (from  old  wells)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

From  new  wells  ...  .  9 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  visited  and  inspected  .  9 

SLAUGHTER  (KNACKER’S)  HOUSES. 

Number  visited  and  inspected  .  1 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Number  of  bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  blacksmiths’ shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  carpenter’s  shops  inspected  (and  wheelwrights)  ...  14 

Number  of  boot  repairing  shops  inspected  .  6 

Number  of  brickyards  (F)  inspected  .  2 

Number  of  paintshops  inspected  .  1 

Number  of  saddlers’  and  cycle  repairing  shops  inspected  ...  6 

Number  of  dressmakers’  workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  plumbers’ workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  foundries  (F)  inspected  .  .  1 

Number  of  Fat  and  Bone  (F)  works  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Fish  Product  Works  (F)  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Fruit  Preserving  Works  inspected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Monumental  Masons’ works  inspected  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Golf  Club  Makers  Works  inspected...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Pattern-makers  workshops  inspected  ...  ...  1 

RATS  and  MICE  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Number  (approximate)  destroyed  during  the  year  1300 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  subsequent  to  infectious  disease  33 
Number  of  visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  persons  suffering  from  Phthisis,  etc.,  supplied  with 

disinfectants  and  literature  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  (in  lots) 

by  steam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(Signed) 

Thos.  Wood,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

February  21,  1922. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Oulton  Broad, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Mutford  and  Lothingland 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Upcher  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st. 
December,  1921,  it  is  difficult  to  adequately  express  my  gratitude 
to  your  Council  and  to  your  M.O.H.  for  the  invaluable  support 
you  have  at  all  times  freely  bestowed  on  me  in  the  carrying  out  of 
my  various  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

At  approximately  the  termination  of  19  years  service  with  your 
Council,  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  your  ever  present  careful 
consideration  and  desire  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  people  in 
your  area,  marks  you  as  a  progressive  Council  and  one  which  fully 
appreciates  that  the  criterion  of  a  district  is  its  sanitation. 

SCAVENGING  at  Pakefield  and  Kessingland  has  been 
continued  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  manner  and  gives  credit  to  the 
two  respective  contractors. 

-  WORK-SHOPS  and  FACTORIES  ;  of  which  there  are  55  on  the 
Register  as  compared  with  44  last  year,  shows  that  commercial 
progress  is  a  little  more  active  in  the  district  ;  the  whole  of  work¬ 
shops  and  factories  ha^ve  been  inspected  and  found  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition  as  regards  cleanliness  ;  none  are  overcrowded. 

COWSHEDS  and  DAIRIES  have  as  in  all  previous  years, 
claimed  a  very  considerable  amount  of  my  time.  There  are  94 
on  the  Register  as  compared  with  79  last  year,  all  have  been 
inspected  and  re-inspected  during  the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
state  that  all  dairy  premises  are  as  satisfactory  as  minor  struc- 
tual  arrangements  allow  ;  limewashing  and  general  cleanliness 
is  well  maintained  as  the  large  marjority  of  proprietors  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  important  question  of  clean  milk.  The  one 
structurally  defective  cowshed  to  which  I  drew  your  attention  last 
year,  and  respecting  which  you  have  brought  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  owner,  has  not  yet  been  improved  by  him,  although  some 
indefinite  steps  have  been  taken. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.  There  are  now  9  licensed  slaughter 
houses  in  your  district,  as  against  4  last  year,  all  are  maintained  in 
a  satisfactory  condition,  general  cleanliness  and  lime-washing 
receives  all  necessary  attention  by  the  proprietors. 

KNACKER’S  Slaughter-house  ;  the  only  one  in  your  district 
is  at  Bradwell  and  is  conducted  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  There  are  two  in  the  district,  viz. — * 
Fat  and  Bone  Works  at  Oulton  and  Fish  Products  Works  at 
Gisleham,  both  of  which  are  well  removed  from  dwelling  houses, 
and  are  conducted  satisfactorily  and  in  the  least  possible  offensive 
manner. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  During  the  past 
year  there  have  been  (approximately)  1300  rats  destroyed  in  the 
district,  950  of  which  were  killed  at  the  Oulton  Fat  and  Bone 
Works.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  public  are  continuing 
to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  but  with  less  vigour  than 
when  paid  for  so  doing. 

RENT  RESTRICTION,  &c.,  ACT,  1920.  Certificates  applicable 
to  three  houses  were  issued  during  the  year,  with  the  result  that 
the  necessary  repairs  are  in  progress. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  (Animals)  1913.  There  have  been 
no  suspected  cases  or  inspections  made. 

ZYMOTIC.  Infectious  diseases  have  not  been  excessive, 
and  having  regard  to  dissimilar  eventualities  in  many  centres,  and 
adjacent  districts,  I  think  your  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  light  returns. 

WATER  SAMPLES.  23  samples  have  been  delivered  to  the 
M.O.H.  for  analysis  from  old  and  new  wells  (see  summary). 

COMPLAINTS  received  have  been  fewer  than  in  the  preceeding 
year  and  were  of  a  minor  nature,  all  of  which  were  dealt  with 
promptly  and  effectually. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.  During  the  summer  I  was  informed 
of  the  receipt  of  a  suspicious  looking  hind  quarter  of  imported 
beef  by  a  local  butcher.  I  inspected  forthwith,  and  had  no 
hesitation  in  condemning  it  as  putrid  and  totally  unfit  for  human 
food.  The  butcher  in  question  very  readily  and  voluntarily  gave 
up  the  meat  ;  I  had  it  examined  by  a  J.P.,  who  issued  his 
Certificate  for  total  destruction,  which  was  forthwith  carried  out. 

OVERCROWDING.  Two  cases  were  abated  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mrs.  Upcher  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

T.  Wood, 

District  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX. 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28583 

Population  (1921)  ...  ...  ....  ...  11780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  2865 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2860 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £54,000 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £225 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 


Total 

Males.  Females, 

! 

Births  - 

(  Legitimate  265 

(  Illegitimate  13 

147 

4 

118  / 
9  \ 

Birth  rate  23  6 

Deaths 

123 

67 

56 

Death  rate  10*44 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or 

in  f  from 

sepsis 

0 

consequence  of  Childbirth  \  from  other  causes  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births  93*5 

Legitimate  25,  Illegitimate  1 — Total  26. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  2 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease  Total  Cases 

notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

8 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

14 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

•  »  • 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Diseases  generally 

notifiable  (Specify  disease) 

2  Erysipelas  0 

•  •  • 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

locally  (Specify  disease) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

r  Males 

6 

2 

2 

(a)  Pulmonary  1  Females 

5 

4 

0 

v  Total 

11 

6 

2 

C  Males 

5 

2 

2 

(b)  Non=Pulmonary  )  Females 

1 

1 

0 

1  Total 

6 

3 

2 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

CASES 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

1 

1 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

1 

1 
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9— HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — • 

(а)  Total  ...  ...  ...  15 

(б)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  0 

1 — Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2298 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habition  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  31 

II —  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service 

OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  25 

III —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28.  Housing  &  Town 
Planning  Act ,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  0 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  Housing, 
Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

houses  having  been  made  fit  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 


» 
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